Treatment of locally advanced hepatocellular carcinoma by hepatic intra-artery chemotherapy: a pilot study.
Hepatocarcinoma is one of the most common malignant tumours world-wide with poor prognosis. Treatment of locally advanced hepatocarcinoma is still controversial. Transcatheter arterial (chemo-)embolisation of hepatocarcinoma are widely used methods but some aspects regarding their use and usefulness have not yet been clarified. Systemic remedies have not yet been proven to affect patient survival. To determine if intra-arterial chemotherapy with 5-flurouracil and folinic acid in locally advanced hepatocarcinoma is a viable alternative to existing therapies. Twenty-four inoperable consecutive patients with locally advanced hepatocarcinoma were enrolled. They all underwent intra-arterial chemotherapy via a surgically implanted port-a-cath, and folinic acid (100 mg/m2) and 5-flurouracil (up to 550 mg/m2) were administered with a 1-week or a 2-week schedule. Nineteen patients completed the study: 2 showed a complete positive response, 11 a partial response, 6 stable disease, while 4 showed a disease progression. Median survival time was 19 (range 4-85) months. Child A patients showed a significant longer survival. Intra-arterial chemotherapy using folinic acid and 5-flurouracil may be useful in the treatment of locally advanced hepatocarcinoma in cirrhotic patients even in the presence of thrombosis. This treatment could be also useful in comparing transarterial chemoembolisation to a curative treatment.